Parents’ Information
For children who are starting
school in September 2022
Over the last few years we have made the difficult decision to no
longer offer home visits however a member of our EYFS team and
family worker do make setting visits.
Please let our staff know which nursery your child currently attends and
on which days.

We will be having our stay and play sessions this year, they will be
in our Forest School. These sessions will give you the opportunity
to meet the teacher in much smaller groups.
We are very excited that you and your child will be joining our
Good Shepherd Family in September.
We hope this short presentation will help to give you a feel of our
wonderful school.

Following Jesus, The Good Shepherd, in all we say and do.

The Early Years Team
• Mrs. Nicolle Bonner – Pre School Teacher, Forest School Leader, EYFS
Lead Practitioner.
• Mrs. Katy Miller - Class Teacher, Maths Lead.
• Mrs Sarah Ashby – Key Worker.
• Mrs Eimer Broughton – Key Worker.
• Mrs Zoe Hancy – Key worker Chatterway lead.

The Early Years Foundation Stage: Reception
• We build upon your child’s nursery/pre-school learning and continue
the journey towards the Early Learning Goals.
• We cover the seven areas of Learning and develop and grow your
child’s behaviour for learning, which is what they need to be a life long
learner.
• Your child will have learning opportunities both indoors and outdoors
including our Forest School.
• We plan activities and experiences for all areas of learning, using the
children’s interests and experiences as a starting point whilst ensuring
your child will experience a broad and balanced curriculum. Weekly
posts are uploaded to Tapestry, an online journal, ensuring you are
constantly up to date with your child’s learning experiences. This
enables you to support from home.

Weekly Curriculum posts

A typical week in the life of a Reception child at
The Good Shepherd Catholic Primary School…

These images are from our
weekly Curriculum posts.

Forest School
Having fun

The impulse to play is innate.
Play is a biological, psychological and social necessity, and is
fundamental to the healthy development and well being of
individuals and communities….
Cooking with mud

Making a boat

Reading and day dreaming

Digging and chute
making.

Sitting by the fire

We have a dedicated maths room which is carefully planned to include all areas of
maths from subitising, counting and number value to shapes, pattern and
measurement. We use a variety of resources both bought, and home made,
including Numicon, Cuisenaire rods, 5 and 10 frames and all manner of counters.
In order to enable children to achieve greater depth, we have trialled BBC
Number Blocks, using all the resources and NCTEM planning.
It has been a great success!

We have Phonics lessons every day.
As a school we use RWInc, which is a systematic phonics program.
All children have a phonics folder which come back and forth to school
so you can support at home.
We also ensure the children have an opportunity to write for many purposes where they can use
their phonic knowledge.

We have weekly RE lessons where we learn about the
Catholic Faith, as well as learning about different
Faiths and cultures.
We always have play opportunities to help cement the children’s understanding.

Important Practical information
Question

Answer

When will my child start school?

Your child will start school on Monday 5th September.

Will my child be fulltime 8.45-3.15 straight away?

No.
All children will attend half days plus lunch for 4 days, that is
8.45- 1.00.
Most children will be fulltime on Friday 9th September.
8.45-3.15.
There will be some exceptions but Mrs. Miller will discuss these privately.

Am I entitled to free school meals?

Yes all EYFS children are.
But you must register with our meal provider Coombs via
www.schoolgateway.com and remember to book every day.
The information is in your pack.

When will my child go to Forest School?

Forest School is once a week and begins once the children are
settled. The day will be finalised before September.

What should I do if I have further questions?

Please get in touch with the school.
We will do our very best to ensure your child settles into
school smoothly.

