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Curriculum Intent – READING 
 

2023 – 2024 

 

'The Good Shepherd Catholic Reader, Life Achiever'  

 

At The Good Shepherd Catholic we believe that learning to read is one of the most 
important things your child will learn at our school. Reading is the key to learning so 
we are determined that every child learns to read as quickly as possible. 

Early Reading - EYFS-Year 1 
 
Phonics and Early Reading 

In EYFS and Year 1 children use Reading Books which are fully decodable and matched to the 
Read Write Ink programme of progression.  

 
Books are matched to children’s phonic knowledge based on data from half termly 
assessments.   
 
In Reception, Reading books with words are sent home as soon as the child can blend. Prior to 
this wordless books are used. 

Children also take home a reading for pleasure book - The selection of this book is supported and 
the session develops book talk, familiarisation of authors and a love of books. 

 

Year 2 - 6 CUSP Reading 

 

Children are taught using CUSP whole class reading sessions four times per week  

In Year 2 - Year 6, the teaching of whole class reading is done using the CUSP Reading 
programme. and follows their outlined literature spine.  

These texts represent a promise from the school to every pupil that it serves of the 
literature that it is committed to studying throughout a pupil’s school journey. These 
texts have been mapped carefully to ensure a breadth of experiences, authors, texts and  
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themes is addressed across the Primary years. When mapping texts thematically, we 
have ensured a breadth that includes: continuity of author; heritage texts; texts with a 
BAME author or protagonist; texts with a strong female role model; texts that include a 
specific social, ethical or moral issue.  

In addition to these texts, there are core poems that each year group will study in detail. 
Other texts that will be studied in part will be outlined within the curriculum. This spine 
represents the core texts for depth study only. The literature spine has been harmonised 
with the wider curriculum, where appropriate.   
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Reading for Pleasure  
 

‘Reading for pleasure is the single most important indicator of a child’s 
success.’ (OECD 2002) 

‘The will influences the skill and vice versa.’ (OECD 2010) 
 

We value reading for pleasure highly and work hard as a school to grow our Reading for 
Pleasure pedagogy. 

 

We read to children every day. We choose these books carefully as we want children to 
experience a wide range of books, including books that reflect the children at The Good 
Shepherd Catholic Primary School and our local community as well as books that open 
windows into other worlds and cultures.  

How do we promote reading for pleasure? 

 Access to a global curriculum based on a core text approach, where topics are 
taught through high quality books with relatable themes and protagonists that excite 
and motivate them. 

 Dedicated time each day where an adult will read aloud to them from a carefully 
selected Reading Spine, aimed to build on their cultural capital. 

  Daily opportunities to read as part of the curriculum.  

 An engaging, clearly labelled, tidy book corner in their classroom which contains 
the a wide variety of fiction and non-fiction texts. 

Enrichment 

 Participation enrichment events such as author visits and storytelling in person 
and online. 
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